Gillnetting

Glllnetting is carried out in just about every couastal area
of the state where there are salmon. Gillnets are also used
toc catch herring.

The gill net is composed of mesh large encught for a fish to
poke its head through but small enocugh to catch the fish
behind its gill covers. Different size meshes are used for
different fish species. Mesh size plus the length and width
of the gill net are regulated by laws which vary in
different areas. The gill net has a line with cork floats
at 1ts top edge (to make the top of the net float) and a
line with a lead core or lead weights on the bottom edge (to
make the bottom of the net sink).

Gill nets are used in two ways in Alaska. Setnetting, or
set gillnetting as it is also called, means anchoring a gill
net to shore at one end and anchoring it out in the water at
its other end. The set net is fixed, or set, in its loca-
tion for as long as its owners want or are allowed to leave
it to catch fish.

Set nets are used in many coastal areas of Alaska. Set net
sites are valued family possessions, Sometimes a site has
been used by one family for several generations. Teday,
each set net must show the official registration number
assigned to it. Set nets are often tended by fumilies who
move to summer camps or cabins near their net sites and
spend the summer season tending one or more set nets. Some
set net fishermen or women pick fish out of the nets only
when the tide is at its lowest, but others use skiffs to
check their nets often.
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