
ince 1986, the Aylesworth Scholarship 
has supported undergraduate, master’s 
and doctoral students in a variety of 

academic disciplines that have a direct 
application in marine science. From 
journalism and education to biology and 
engineering to economics and food science, 
Aylesworth Scholarship recipients study 
many subjects that impact the fishing, 
seafood and marine industries.

The scholarship is a joint effort of the 
Aylesworth Foundation for the Advancement 
of Marine Science, the Southeastern 
Fisheries Association and the Florida 
Sea Grant College Program. Aylesworth 
Scholarships worth over $500,000 have 
been awarded to 93 students in 14 Florida 
universities over the past 26 years.

The scholarship has averaged $5,450 for 
each student, and is distributed over the 
course of the recipient’s degree program. 
Recipients receive the award each year as 
long as satisfactory progress is made toward 
degree completion. Undergraduate awards 
are typically for two years, beginning in the 
junior year. Master’s level awards are for up 
to two years, and doctoral awards are for up 
to three years. 

To apply for an Aylesworth Scholarship 
and to check the latest scholarship deadlines, 
visit the “Students” tab at the Florida Sea 
Grant website, flseagrant.org, and click 
“Scholarships/Fellowships.”
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Ralph and Kitty 
Aylesworth, long-
time members of the 
Florida fishing industry, 
established the Aylesworth 
Foundation for the 
Advancement of Marine 
Science in 1984. Since the 
mid 1940’s, they operated 
the business currently 
known as Aylesworth’s 

Fish & Bait, Inc. in St. Petersburg. The Aylesworths 
formed the foundation as a means to return 
something to the industry and state that had been 
so good to them and their family. This scholarship 
was created because the Aylesworths believed that 
scientific knowledge in marine-related areas is the  
way to develop, use and manage our renewable 
marine resources on a long-term basis. 

Aylesworth Scholarships worth 
over $500,000 have been 

awarded to 93 students in 14 
Florida universities over the 

past 26 years.
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Today the foundation and Aylesworth’s Fish & 
Bait are operated by Ralph and Kitty’s son, Bob, 
and his wife Dawn, pictured below with scholarship 
winners. While the scholarship program remains 
the cornerstone of the foundation’s activities, the 
foundation’s goals have been expanded to include the 
funding of research and other educational activities 
that benefit Florida’s marine environment.
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Mark Butler, Ph.D.
Mark Butler, internationally known marine biologist, professor and Eminent 

Scholar in the Department of Biological Sciences at Old Dominion University, 
received an inaugural Aylesworth Scholarship in 1986. 

He has published more than 100 scientific articles and book chapters, and has 
been awarded more than 50 grants totaling more than $8 million.

The impact of the Aylesworth Scholarship program is far reaching across many disciplines in academia 
and the public sector. Today, Aylesworth scholars contribute to the collective body of knowledge  

on marine and coastal issues not only in Florida, but throughout the United States.

Adelaide Rhodes, Ph.D.
Adelaide Rhodes, a National Museum of Natural History postdoctoral scholar at the 

Smithsonian Marine Station in Ft. Pierce, received the scholarship as a master’s student at 
Florida Institute of Technology and as a doctoral student at Florida State University.

Today she studies copepod biodiversity and is capturing and cataloging species. 
In addition to her scholarly work, she sits on the board of the World Association of 
Copepodologists as the editor of the association’s quarterly newsletter.
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Michael Tringali, Ph.D.
Michael Tringali received the scholarship in 1989 while attending the University 

of South Florida. He currently leads a team of geneticists in the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Genetic Research and Monitoring Laboratory, 
assists biologists and resource managers in species management, and provides 
guidance to policy makers on conservation issues.

Along with his team, he has had the privilege of discovering two new species of 
marine fish and one new freshwater fish. 

PAST SCHOLARS

Michael Dickson
Michael Dickson is pursuing an M.S. in fisheries and aquatic sciences at the 

University of Florida. Mike is an accomplished scientific diver and technician in 
the marine environment. He has assisted with the deployment of artificial reefs in 
the Steinhatchee Fisheries Management Area. He has also helped conduct field and 
laboratory experiments that investigated the effects of a deadly virus on juvenile 
Caribbean spiny lobsters in the Florida Keys and assisted with sampling of grouper 
populations off the Florida Big Bend.

Mike’s career goals are to research species in bottom-dwelling habitats of Florida, 
integrate his research with management practices, and incorporate his research into educational programs that promote 
community awareness of marine conservation issues.

2012 AWARDEES

Christy Foust
Christy Foust is pursuing a Ph.D. in ecology and evolution at the University 

of South Florida. Her doctorate research, which expands on her master’s thesis, 
examines how increased salt marsh salinity and other stressors related to climate 
change affect the genetic structure of plants.

In addition to working as a graduate teaching assistant and community college 
adjunct professor, Christy works in USF’s integrative biology lab. Her lab mentor 
says, “The work she is doing on salt marshes will have far-reaching broader 
impacts…with implications for society from predicting response to climate change 
to improving agriculture.” Christy plans to pursue a career in academia where she can provide future undergraduate 
and graduate students with an appreciation for coastal systems while contributing to the body of research on coastal 
communities.

Jeffrey Ellis
Jeffrey Ellis is pursuing a dual master’s in marine biology and coastal zone 

management at Nova Southeastern University’s Oceanographic Center. His research 
will look at the effects of the 2009-10 cold spell on the reef fish that use the mangrove 
habitats of South Florida. Jeff has a passion for learning about and exploring the 
marine environment. He volunteers as a marine turtle specialist with the Broward 
County Sea Turtle Conservation Program, participates in the annual coastal cleanup 
at John U. Lloyd Beach State Park, and is a mentor for students entering his program 
of study at Nova Southeastern.

Upon earning his master’s degree, he hopes to study fisheries management while pursuing his doctorate, working 
toward more sustainable fishing techniques.

Brooke Denkert
Brooke Denkert, a 2009 Aylesworth scholar, is a M.S. candidate at Florida Gulf 

Coast University, majoring in environmental science. Her research deals with effects of 
freshwater runoff on eggs, larvae and juvenile fish in the Caloosahatchee Estuary.

She plans to become a fisheries ecologist focusing on catch-and-release fisheries. 
Brooke has lead field projects in the Ten Thousand Islands, Everglades National Park 
and Estero Bay, has worked with oysters and red tide – and as a fly fishing consultant.

Zy Biesinger, M.S.
Zy Biesinger, a 2009 Aylesworth scholar, is a doctoral candidate in the Program 

for Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences at the University of Florida. His research deals 
with the linkage between landscape features on the sea bottom and behavior, growth 
and reproduction of grouper in the Gulf of Mexico.

He is using state-of-art tools including acoustic tagging and GIS to collect 
information that may lead to more effective management decisions about reef-
dwelling fish.
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