FLSGP-G-01-003 C2

..Get a
grip on it!
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LetS Talk
Trash

Have you ever noticed garbage floating in
a lake, canal or river?
Maybe you've seen it
cluttering the beach, or
swimming in the ocean.
Marine debris includes all
materials found in the marine

environment that do not naturally occur

there. The most common types

of marine debris are
plastic, giass, rubber,

cloth. The most com-
mon source of marine
debris is {and-based, from
domestic trash, stormwater runoff, and sewer
overflows. Industries and individuais contrib-
ute to the problem by practicing poor waste
disposal actions. Marine debris has
impacts oh both humans and
wildlife. For humans, marine
debris is not oniy unsightly, but
it also poses heaith and safety
hazards. For wildlife, problems
occur when animals get en-
tangled in, or swallow debris. .
This often leads to suffocation, whic
can lead to a slow, painful death for the
anirmnal.

metai, paper, wood, and

No one knows exactly how

much debris is present in our oceans,
but each year we gain some perspective on the
amounts and types of materiais littering our oceans
from the data collected during the yearly interna-
tional Coastal Cleanups sponsored by the Center
for Marine Conservation (CMC).

In the 1999 Florida Cleanup, approximately
70% of the total debris was plastic. Its the number
one type of material found, despite the strict inter-
national regulations in MARPOL Annex V prohibit-
ing the dumping of plastics into U.S. waters. Metal
{10.2%)], glass {7.9%]} and paper {7.1%) followed in
rank. All locations harbored debris that was poten-
tially harmful to both wildlife and humans.

omposltion of

Marine Debris

On a more local level, within the tri-county
area {Miami-Dade, Broward and Paim Beach),
plastic was the most abundant form of debris
collected. Most of the plastics found were
packaging materials (bags, wrappers, caps and
lids} or miscellaneous debris {fragments and
peilets}. Metal appeared in the form of bottle
caps and beverage cans.

Interestingly enough, land sources of
marine debris contribute 70% of all trash
found in the ocean. Most of this is washed off
of our streets into the stormwater drains that
flow into waterways. What we do on land
influences our waterways, so REMEMBER...”
Don't Splash Your Trash!”



How You
Can Help

Try to buy recyclable preducts. Recycle, re-
duce, and reuse materials whenever
possible.

When boating, bring your garbage back to
shore for disposal. Keep a ?
garbage pail or bag onboard,
for easy waste disposal access
on the water. Also, retrieve
trash that you encounter on the
water.

Don't dispose of fishing lines, nets
or plastic items in or near the
water. Animals [and even small chil-
dren tooll}, can become entangled, or

may ingest these items, leading to suffoca-
tion.

Adopt a beachl Have a favorite beach? Well
do YOUR part by making sure to ciean it
every time you visit. Encourage other
beachgoers to do the same.

Participate in beach cleanups! Partici-
pate in CMC5 International
Coastal Cieanup held each
third Satur-
~>—"  dayin
- September.
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Carel Pass on your knowledge by getting
involved in your community and educat-
ing others and yourself about debris in
our waterways. Lets work together in
reducing the debris that ends up in our
oceans.

This information was written by Sacheen
Tavares and Marella Crane, the Broward
County and Miami-Dade County Marine Exten-
sion Agents for Florida Sea Grant. it is provided
as a cooperative effort on behalf of the follow-
iNg organizations.
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For more information contactis & 7 £<

Broward County 8o g 30
Sacheen Tavares SR i
3245 College Avenue 52 S
Davie, FL 3314 i =
—

Phone: (954) 370-3725
Email: stavares@broward.org

Miami-Dade County

Mareila Crane

4600 Rickenbacker Causeway
Miarni, FL 33149

Phone: {305) 3614017

Email: mgcrane@mail.ifas.ufi.edu
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