


Some non-native species pose aphysica or public health
threat. Piranhas and freshwater stingrays are hazardous to
swimmers. Cuban tree frogs commonly cut off electricity to
homes and businesses by shorting out electrical wires. The
caiman, an aligator-like reptile, can be dangerousto people
and pets.

Hydrilla, parrot-feather, Brazilian waterweed and hygrophila
are common aguarium plantsthat create ecological prob-
lems when rel eased. Once established, these plants can
decrease native plant diversity and degrade water quality.
Dense plant growth interferes with the withdrawal of
surface water used for power generation and agriculture,
and inhibitsrecreational activitiessuch asswimming and
boating.

Alternatives to Release - There are aternative means
for disposing of unwanted aguarium animalsand plants.

» Return them to alocal pet shop for resale or trade.

» Givethem to another hobbyist, an aguariumin aprofes-
sional office, amuseum, or to apublic aguarium or
zoologica park.

» Donatethem to apublicingtitution, such asaschool,
nursing home, hospital, or prison.

e Advertise to give them away for free. Many newspa-
perswill run “freg’” adds at no charge.

If these options are not available, aveterinarian or fishery
biologist can euthanizeit (put it to deep) with an anesthetic.
You can aso do thisat home by placing the pet (including
amphibians and reptiles) in acontainer of water and putting
it into the freezer. Because cold temperatures are a natural
anesthetic, thisis considered avery humane method of
euthanasia

» Disposeof aguarium plantssimply by leavingthemin
the sun to dry and then using in the yard as mulch or
compost.

If you must give up your aguarium pets and plants, please
consider their well-being aswell asthe potential impact on
the environment. Please do not rel ease any aquarium pet or
plant.
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