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mixed-energy — Inlets subject to both wave and tidal
influences where neither dominates.

overwash — Storm-driven waves flowing across a bar-
rier island; the erosional/deposition features resulting from
such flow.

oxbow — A crescent-shaped lake formed in an aban-
doned channel of a river.

prograding — Land growing seaward by deposition
of sediment.

prop wash — Turbulent water flow generated by a
boat’s propeller.

renourishment — Addition of sand to a beach by ar-
tificial means.

run boat — A vessel that delivered supplies to fisher-
men and transported their catch back to processing or
shipping facilities.

spill-over lobe — Local enlargement of a flood-tidal
delta caused by sediment deposition.

snag boat — A vessel designed and equipped to re-
move obstacles, such as overhanging or fallen trees, from
a waterway.

spit — Finger-like body of sediment projecting into
deeper water, usually at an inlet.

swash platform — The zone of a beach or ebb-tidal
delta, immediately shoreward of the breaker zone, where
water from broken waves flows shoreward in low-energy
sheets.

tidal prism — The volume of water flowing through
an inlet during a tidal cycle.

tide-dominated inlet — Channel depths and shape
subject to the effects of tides more than to wave effects
(cf., wave-dominated).

wave-dominated inlet — Channel depths and shape
subject to the effects of waves more than to tidal effects
(cf., tide-dominated).

“wild” inlet — A wave-dominated, unstable, migrat-
ing inlet with varying shape and depth.

bascule bridge — A drawbridge with a
counterbalanced span that lifts to allow pas-
sage of vessels.

benthic (organisms) — Living on or at the
floor of a body of water.

chloropleth map — A map using varying colors to
show the differences in the average value of a parameter
among defined areas.

cuspate headland — A land mass, roughly triangular,
jutting into a body of water.

downdrift — Moving in the direction of longshore
currents; used especially with regard to inlet migration.

dredge-and-fill — Creation of land by deposition of
material (spoil) dredged from nearby waterways.

ebb-flood channel — The principal channel in an
inlet, maintained by scouring of sediments by tidal
currents.

ebb-tidal delta — Mostly underwater sediment mass
deposited seaward of inlets by tidal currents as the tide
ebbs (falls) (cf., flood-tidal delta).

finger canals — Canals (often straight and parallel)
branching from a common canal.

flood-tidal delta — Mostly underwater sediment mass
deposited landward of inlets by tidal currents as the tide
floods (rises) (cf., ebb-tidal delta).

georeference — Locate with respect to a geographic
(map) coordinate system.

groin — A structure projecting from a beach to inter-
cept sediment being transported by longshore currents.

groundswell — Increase in the height of waves enter-
ing shallow water.

intertidal — Land alternately covered with water and
then exposed due to the rise and fall of tides.

jetty — A structure projecting from the shore to sta-
bilize an inlet by intercepting sediment being transported
by longshore current.

longshore drift — Movement of sediment (especially,
sand) by wave-induced currents parallel to the shore.

marginal channel — A channel formed by currents
along the ends of barrier islands, which may offer safe,
deep passage through an inlet.
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Wide-angle view southeast, above Useppa Island and Cabbage Key (middle foreground), down Pine Island
Sound, Barrier island chain on right and Pine Island on left.


