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INTRODUCTION

Pacific Islands Gray Literature Project

In the fiscal year 1988, The Center for Tropical and Subtropical Aquaculture (CTSA) in Hawaii
established the Pacific Regional Aquaculture Information Service for Education (PRAISE). The
overall goal of the PRAISE program is to enhance information transfer within the Pacific Region.

One impediment to inforration access in the Pacific is the inaccessibility of “gray literature.” A
wealth of reports is produced throughout the Pacific that is never integrated into the standard
literature vehicles such as journals or conference proceedings. This is a disservice to the Pacific
aquaculture community for two reasons. One, valuable data is not shared throughout the region.
Two, important work done in the region is not shared with the rest of the scientific community and
s0 regional work does not get the recognition that it deserves,

Although the Aquatic Science and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) database serves as an invaluable
information source for the aquatic research community, it does not strongly address the area of
“gray literature.” Gray literature is the body of reports, studies, surveys, workshops, ete.
produced by local government agencies, private organizations and educational facilities that is not
widely disseminated. These documents often contain valuable and unique information that is not
found elsewhere. The inaccessibility of gray literature is a particularly serious problem in the
Pacific, where there are relatively few libraries and other organizations responsible for the
collection and dissemination of information. Because of this situation, there is a farge body of
scientific and economic information that is seldom accessed by the world’s aquatic research
community.

This ongoing project addresses several issues important to the dissemination of aguatic
information, namely, access, delivery, and archiving. The Gray Literature Project provides the
aquatic rescarch and industrial community with bibliographic access to unique and usually
unavailable information and preserves that information for future use.

Under the leadership of PRAISE, six organizations entered into a cooperative agreement to
establish a system that gathers and disseminates aquatic “gray literature™ from the U.S. affiliated
Pacific islands. Development of this project directly addresses several key objectives identified as
important to the overall effectiveness of the PRAISE program.

* Develop and disseminate “information products” that meet specific information
needs of the Pacific Region;

* Increase end-user access to the inforrnation contained in aquaculture-related
databases;

* Increase the accessibility of scientific information to the aquaculture
community; and

* Increase the support base for the project through cooperative agreements with
other agencies and information facilrties.



INTRODUCTION

Scope _
v Wi : ing the marine and aquatic
This project attempts to gather Literasure that deals with factors affecting t ‘
cnvm[::micnl of the Pacific Islands. The scope of the project includes aquaculre. fisheries, coastal
7one management and environmental effects related to tourism, social and cultural issues.

Methods o )
The documents are gathered from the Pacific region by members of the University of Hawaii Sea
Grant Pacific Program (Pacific Aquaculture Development Program) and the Pacific Island
Network  Matenal is reviewed by PRAISE and distributed to the Aquaculture Information Center
of the Nanona! Agncultural Library (AIC/NAL), Cambridge Scientific Abstracts (CSA) and, when
appropriate. the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Library and
Information Services Division (LISD) of the De nt of Commerce. Material is indexed in both
the Aquatic Science and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) and NAL's database AGRICOLA. Hard copy
of the material is integrated into the collections of both NAL and Hamilton Library, where it is
available via interhbrary loan,
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NAL Call Number: SH390.5 M625587
Keywords:

Marine Algae

Gracilaria

Yap

FSM

Marine Biological Survey

Marine Resources

078

Survey of the Crocodile Populations of the
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Messel, Harry; King, F. Wayne. S1.: sa., 1991.
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Markets.

Shang, Yung C.; et al. S.1.: Center for Tropical and
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Alessio, Dennis F. Majuro, Republic of the
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1991.
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Development (1992: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil).
Preparatory Committee Meeting (1991: Geneva,
Switzerland). Switzerland: United Nations, 1991.
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D.C.: Center for Marine Conservation, 1992.
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Utilization and Management of Coastal
Wetland Resources in Kosrae.

Lal, Padma Narsey. Honolulu, Hawaii: University
of Hawaii Sea Grant College Program, School of
Ocean & Earth Science & Technology, 1990.
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Center, 1990
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Kosrae: An Overview with Management
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Program, School of Ocean & Earth Science &
Technology, 1989.
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FSM: Department of Resources and Development
Yap State, Federated States of Micronesia, 1986.

NAL Call Number: GC1023.98 M625Y36
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1994,
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