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survey, are available to programs or individuas wishing to identify as many Sea Grant
personnel as possible for natural coastal hazard research and outreach purposes.

Other Involvement

Part F was included to identify involvement in any/all Sea Grant research or
outreach that might have been related to natural coastal hazards but not covered in the
other parts of the survey. Asnoted in Table 5 below, water was the hazard-related topic
involving the most Sea Grant programs and personnel. Thisis not surprising since water
isrelated to many of the types of natural coastal hazards, many of the mitigation topics,
and it is at the core of Sea Grant’s mission. Much Sea Grant research and outreach is
water related. In addition, 23 persons from 15 programs were involved in outreach on
environmental hazards, 19 persons from 11 programs in outreach on wind, and 18 from
13 programs on flood -- all with possible relationships to natural coastal hazard
mitigation. These are also topics that figure prominently in Sea Grant program activities.

Table5. Other related topics of involvement.

Topic Total Total
People | Programs
Drought 3 3
Earthquakes 7 5
Emergency Management 22 16
Environmental Hazards 23 15
Flood 18 13
Health Risks Associated with Natural Hazard Events 8 6
Hurricane 17 9
Tsunamis 5 5
Volcano 1 1
Water 26 17
Wind 19 11

In addition, these data from Part F give some information that HazNet as
presently structured has not addressed. The comparatively strong involvement in
outreach on emergency management (22 persons from 16 programs) suggests that Sea
Grant programs may also be heavily involved in aspects of preparedness and response,
which were not covered by this survey. This should be explored in the future.

CONCLUSIONS

The primary purpose of this survey was to identify the extent of Sea Grant
involvement in coastal hazard mitigation. We sought to identify people and programs.
The survey shows that people especially extension agentsin Sea Grant programs are
involved in natural coastal hazard mitigation through both research and outreach. A few
specific personsin Sea Grant appear to have a broad range of involvement and afair
number of people have smaller or smply limited involvement. Those with deep



involvement are valuable to Sea Grant as resources on thistopic. They should be
included in strategic planning on coastal hazards, and as resources and reviewers.

A secondary benefit from this survey was to identify the different hazard-related
topics with which Sea Grant research and outreach has been involved. Sea Grant
programs focus unequally on several topics related to natural coastal hazard mitigation.
More programs and people have been involved in research and outreach on coastal zone
management than on other related topics. Involvement in research or outreach has been
much smaller when focusing on other types of management. The results al'so show more
research and outreach by Sea Grant personnel on construction in flood- or hazard-prone
areas than on business or land management as they relate to natural coastal hazards or on
building materials resistance to wind and water. Thisinformation might help programs
debate directions during strategic planning.

Similarly, involvement in business related topics has been comparatively small
although programs have been fairly strongly involved in the broader topic of economics
as associated with natural coastal hazards. Perhaps the research and outreach over the
past five years haslaid abase. 1t might be that some Sea Grant programs are now better
equipped to address natural coastal hazards as they relate to these more specific topics.

A small segment of these data suggest that programs have done more outreach
than research on emergency preparedness or weather-related safety. These conclusions
are not reliable because the goal of this survey wasto identify people and programs
involved in mitigation topics. The preparedness item was placed in the questionnaire to
give an opportunity for response. These dataraise questions. Did the identified outreach
use available research conducted by other entities and organizations? If so, partnering
with other entities might be important to future Sea Grant efforts on natural coastal
hazards. If this outreach resulted from some hazard event to which a program sought to
respond in atimely manner, these data might be indicating low actual program interest
although Sea Grant work has been done on the subject. Individual programs might
address these points during strategic planning.

Natural coastal hazards are not going to disappear. They can affect the
sustainability of the marine and coastal environment. For that reason, every Sea Grant
program needsto be aware of all resources within the Sea Grant family that might be
available. These hazards can aso affect civilization in the US and throughout the world.
For that reason, all other groups associated with natural coastal hazards should have some
access to the identity of personsin Sea Grant who might have something to contribute to
research or action on this subject and especially on specific topicsrelated toit. Asa
result of this survey, some additions will be made to the Sea Grant resources listed on the
HazNet web site.



