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EFFORTS TO DEVELOP A RESPONSIBLE OFFSHORE AQUACULTURE
INDUSTRY IN THE GULF OF MEXICO: A COMPENDIUM OF OFFSHORE

AQUACULTURE CONSORTIUM RESEARCH

Preface

"…to develop socially and environmentally acceptable offshore aquaculture models that are
appropriate to all stakeholders in the Gulf of Mexico region." - OAC Goal from
http://www.masgc.org/oac/

The contents of this book describe the collective journey of researchers involved with the
Offshore Aquaculture Consortium (OAC) to determine the feasibility of offshore aquaculture in
U.S. federal waters in the Gulf of Mexico. This initiative began in January 2000 and culminates
with the production of this volume. Over its four-year life, the OAC received three awards from
the NOAA National Sea Grant College Program's National Marine Aquaculture Initiative, total-
ing ~ U.S. $880,000. The initial OAC proposal was a collaborative effort between six Principal
Investigators and was valued at less than U.S. $150,000. This initial proposal allowed a permit-
ting review to conduct offshore aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico and the purchase/deployment
of an Ocean Spar Sea Station cage. A second grant was awarded to conduct further regulatory
research related to marine aquaculture zoning solutions for offshore aquaculture. Finally, our
third grant was awarded over a two-year period to conduct engineering, genetic, environmen-
tal, economic, fish health management, and outreach research. This final grant equaled the bal-
ance of our total research funds at ~ U.S. $650,000. This volume represents our final technical
report to the NOAA National Sea Grant College Program and encompasses all research activi-
ties conducted by the OAC.

The challenge for the future will be to develop a sustainable—economic, social, and envi-
ronmental—aquaculture industry that will be present for generations to come. As we progress
and expand into this millenium, the global population must keep the principles of sustainabili-
ty forefront in the development of aquaculture production systems. Throughout this book, I
hope that we fully demonstrate to readers the breadth of research conducted by the OAC "to
develop socially and environmentally acceptable offshore aquaculture models that are appropri-
ate to all stakeholders in the Gulf of Mexico region."

Christopher J. Bridger
OAC Coordinator 2000–2003

iii



Reginald B. Blaylock
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory
The University of Southern Mississippi
703 East Beach Drive
Ocean Springs, MS 39566-7000

Christopher J. Bridger
Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association
20 Mount Scio Place
St. John’s, NL A1B 4J9

Richard E. Broughton
Oklahoma Biological Survey
University of Oklahoma
111 E Chesapeake Street
Norman, OK 73019

Kara Cizdziell
Center for Biosystematics and Biodiversity
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-2258

Kristen M. Fletcher
Marine Affairs Institute
Rhode Island Sea Grant Legal Program
Roger Williams University School of Law
10 Metacom Avenue
Bristol, RI 02809

John R. Gold
Center for Biosystematics and Biodiversity
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-2258

Clifford A. Goudey
MIT Sea Grant College Program
MIT Bldg. NE20-376
Cambridge, MA 02139

Benedict C. Posadas
Mississippi State University
Coastal Research and Extension Center
Mississippi Sea Grant Advisory Service
1815 Popps Ferry Road
Biloxi, MS 39532

Timothy H. Reid
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium
703 East Beach Drive
Caylor Bldg., Suite 200
Ocean Springs, MS 39566-7000

Mark A. Renshaw
Center for Biosystematics and Biodiversity
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-2258

Ralf Riedel
Gulf Coast Geospatial Center
The University of Southern Mississippi
703 East Beach Drive
Ocean Springs, MS 39566-7000

Eric Saillant
Center for Biosystematics and Biodiversity
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-2258

Robert R. Stickney
Texas A&M University
2700 Earl Rudder Freeway South
Suite 1700
College Station, TX 77845

Daryl S. Whelan
Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
30 Strawberry Marsh Road
Petten Building
St. John’s, NL A1B 4J6

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

iv


