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Larvae of the freshwater prawn, Macrobrachium rosenbergii, the striped bass, Morone saxatilis, and
the hybrid striped bass, M. saxatilis x M. chrysops were fed either spray-dried artificial diets or live
Artemia nauplii alone or in different combinations. Spray-dried diets were neutrally buoyant and stable
in water as shown by low rates of leaching. Significantly higher survival and growth of larvae was
achieved with the feeding of live Arremia nauplii. Treatments in which larvae were fed artificial diets
exclusively from the onset of exogenous feeding had the lowest survival and growth rates. Mortality
rates decreased as the duration of feeding live Artemia nauplii before weaning to artificial diets
increased. Guts of larvae were observed to be full after feeding indicating satisfactory consumption.
The poor performance associated with artificial diets may be the result of incomplete digestion caused
by rapid gut evacuation or lack of appropriate qualitative and quantitative enzyme activity.
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