
Identification:

SNOWY EGRET
Egretta thula

black bill

l A small white heron, with a black bill, black legs and yellow feet.
l Recurved  plumes on the back during breeding season.
l A yellow loral spot before the eye.

Size:

A mature adult will grow to approximately 20-27 in. (50-68 cm).

Range:

United States to Argentina.

Local Distribution and Movement:

The Snowy Egret is abundant from spring to fall in the New York Bight and is an
uncommon resident in the winter months.

Habitat:

Lives around fresh, brackish and saltwater.

Breeding:

l Builds nest on ground or to 30 feet high in trees.
l A social nester often found in colonies with pairs numbering in the thousands.
l Eggs are laid from January to July depending in Latitude.
l Anywhere from l-6 blue-green eggs are laid..
l Incubation is by both parents and lasts approximately 18 days.
l Young are reported to leave the nest in 20-25 days after hatching.



l

Eats small fishes, frogs, lizards, snakes, shrimps, fiddler crabs, crayfish and various
insects.
Uses feet to stir up prey, will hover, then drop to catch prey in bill and chase prey
in shallows.



GREAT BLUE HERON
Ardea herodias

Identification:
-.

l A tall blue-grey heron.
l Long legs, long neck and dagger-like bill.
l White and black on head.

Size:

A mature adult will grow to approximately 42-52 in. (105-130 cm).

Range;

Canada to Mexico.

Local Distribution:

The Great Blue Heron remains common throughout the year in the New York Bight
region.

Habitat:

The Great Blue Heron inhabits marshes, swamps, shores and tidal flats of both fresh
and saltwater. They spend equal time on land and in shallow water and can often be
seen perching in trees.

Breeding:

l Nests can be built on the ground, rock ledges, sea cliffs and on top of tall trees.
l Nest in small groups to hundreds of pairs.
l May nest with other herons or by themselves.
l Eggs are laid from March to May.



l 3-7 blue-green to pale olive eggs are laid.
l Incubation is by both sexes and lasts approximately 25-29 days.
l Young leave the nest after 64-91 days. - -

 

Feeding:

l Fishes at night and during the day.
l Waits motionless in shallow water for prey to come into striking distance.
l Will usually catch fish crosswise in bill, turn and swallow whole.
l Feeds on fishes, frogs, shrimps, salamanders, snakes, insects and occasionally small

rodents.



GLOSSY IBIS
Plegadis falcinellus

Identification:

Mature adults will grow to approximately 22-25 in. (55-63 cm).

Range:

Maine To Florida.

l Medium marsh wader with long down curved bill.
l Deep glossy purplish chestnut plumage color.
l Legs gray or green-black.
l Bare skin at base of bill.

Size:

Local Distribution:

The Glossy Ibis is common in the New York Bight region from spring until fall and is
rarely seen in the winter.

Habitat:

Fresh and saltwater marshes, and swamps.

Breeding:

l Eggs are laid in March to late May.
l Usually 3-4 blue-green eggs are laid.
l Incubation is done mostly by the female at night and by the male during part of the

day.



l Incubation lasts approximately 21 days and young feed on regurgitated food from
the parents.

l Young are on their own after 42 days.

Feeding:

l Feeds .by probing into crayfish holes, a major part of their diet in some areas.
l Also eats snakes, grasshoppers, cut worms and other insects.



CANADA GOOSE
Branta canadensis

l Light brown breast and body, darker brown wings.
l Black neck and head with white chin strap.
l Black bill and legs.

Size:

A mature adult will grow to approximately 43 in. (108 cm).

Range:

All of North America

Local Distribution:

The Canada Goose is a year round resident in the New York Bight region.

Habitat:

Lakes, ponds, bays, marshes, fields.

Breeding:

l Nests can be built on the ground near water or on ridges.
l Nest is lined with down.
l Eggs, clutch of 2-12 can be laid usually 5-6 are laid in early March.
l Incubation usually lasts 25-28 days.
l Young first fly 63-86 days after hatching.



Feeding:

l Feed mostly in early morning and late afternoon.
l Essentially grazers.



MALLARD 
Anas pluyrhynchos

Identification:

l Male has shiny green head a brown breast and may have a white neck ring.
l Female is mottled brown overall.
l Both sexes have violet blue speculum, yellow bill and whitish tail.

Size:

A mature adult will grow to approximately  28 in. (70 cm.)

Range:

Found in temperate regions around the world. Most of the Northern hemisphere.

Local Distribution:

The Mallard is a year round resident throughout the New York Bight Region.

Habitat:

Marshes, wooded swamps, grainfields, ponds, rivers, lakes, and bays.

Breeding:
.

l Nests usually built on ground among dead grasses, reeds, sometimes in cavities of
t r e e s .

l Nests lined in down.
l Eggs, clutch from 5-14 usually 8-10 are laid between March and July.
l Incubation lasts 26-30 days.
l Once young dry off from hatching, they are led to the nearest water.
l Young first fly 49-60 days after hatching.



Feeding:
 

l Feeds by tipping up and reaching below the water surface with bill in shallow waters.
l Can dive for food if necessary.
l Feeds on marsh grasses, seeds, and sedges.



PINTAlL
Anas acuta

brown-black

Identification:

l Male has brown-black head, white breast, gray body and wings with a long needle-
pointed tail.

l Female is mottled brown overall.
l Both sexes have a gray bill and a brown speculum, bordered by a white line on

trailing edge.

Size:

 Mature adults grow to approximately 26-30 in. (65-75 cm.).

Range:

Northern parts of the Northern Hemisphere.

Local  Distribution:

Pintails arrive in the New York Bight region during the winter months and travels
north to the Tundra when spring comes.

Marshes, prairies, fresh ponds, lakes, and salt bays.

Breeding:

l Nests in sedges and hay meadows often far from the water.
l Nest built of sticks, leaves grasses and mosses. Lined with females down.
l Eggs, clutches between 6-12, usually 6-9 are laid during May through July.
l Incubation is performed by the female and lasts 23-25 days.
l First flies 38-52 days after hatching.



Feeding:

Feeds like other dabbling ducks.
90% of diet is vegetal, chiefly of seeds.
The other 10% is of small invertebrates.



AMERICAN WIDGEON
Anas americana

Identification:

l A medium sized dabbling duck.
l Male has gray head with bright white crown.
l Female is ruddy brown with gray head and neck.
l Both haye a white patch on forepart of the wing and a pale blue bill that has a

black tip.
l They are strong swift flyers.

Mature adults grow to approximately 18-23 in. (45-58 cm).

Breeding range includes Alaska, western Canada and the United States. Winters to
Central America and the West Indies.

Local Distribution: .

The American Widgeon is common during the spring and fall in the New York Bight
region when they are on their way to wintering and summer grounds. ,At other times
of the year they are an uncommon resident in the New York Bight.

Habitat:



Breeding:

l Eggs are laid from May to July.
l Commonly 9-11 cream white eggs are laid.
l Incubation is by the female and lasts 22-24 days,
    Young  leave the nest at 45-58 days.

Feeding:

l Dabbles with bill in mud or tips up in shallow  water to reach bottom.
l When feeding in water they eat mostly seeds, leaves, stems, buds, widgeon  grass,

.and other grasses that are found in the water.  
l Will also graze in fields feeding on snails; beetles, insects and young grass and grain

plants.



CANVASBACK
Aythya valisineria

Identification:

0

l

Size:

A common diving duck.
Pale gray back, white sides and rust red neck.

Mature adults grow to approximately 20-24 in. (50-60 cm).

Range:

Breeding range includes Alaska, west Canada and northwest United States. Winters to
Mexico, Atlantic and Gulf coasts.

Local  Distribution:

The Canvasback is common in the New York Bight region during the late fall and
winter months but becomes uncommon in the spring and summer.

Habitat:

Freshwater marshes, lakes and saltwater bays and estuaries.

Breeding:

l

l

Nests are built within 20 yards of water.
Eggs are laid from May to June.
7-12 gray-green or gray-olive eggs are laid.
Incubation is by the female and lasts 23-29 days.
Young leave the nest after 63-77 days.



Feeding:

l Feeds by diving in water that varies from 3-30 feet deep.
l Eats primarily roots, tubers, grasses and basal parts of bottoms plants.
l Will also eat some mollusks, aquatic insects and small fishes.



Identification:

 BUFFLEHEAD
Bucephala albeola

l One of the smallest diving ducks.
l Tiny bill with large puffy head.
l Body of male mostly white with black back and white patch on head.
l Female is gray-brown with small white cheek patch.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately 13-15 in. (33-38 cm).

Range:

Breeding range includes Alaska and Canada. Winters to Mexico and Gulf coast.

Local Distribution:

The Bufflehead is abundant in the New York Bight region throughout the fall, winter
and spring months but becomes scarce in the summer.

Habitat:

Fresh and saltwater lakes, ponds, rivers, bays, and estuaries.

Breeding: 

l Nests in flicker holes adding no nesting material.
l Eggs are laid from mid April to May.
l Commonly 9 ivory yellow to pale olive buff eggs are laid.
l Incubation is by the female and lasts 28-33 days.
l Young leave nest at 24-36 hours after hatching and fly at approximately 50-55 days

after hatching. 



Feeding: 

l Dives for  food often having a companion on the surface to watch for danger.
l Eats primarily small aquatic insects, snails, small fishes, shrimp and some water

plants.



SHARP-SHINNED
Accipiter striatus

Identification:

l A small slimmed bodied hawk.
l Slim tail and squared at the end, cross barred with three or four narrow bands of

black.
l Adults upper-parts blue-gray.
l Underparts whitish, heavily cross barred with red-brown.
l Legs yellow.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately 10 -14 in. (25-35 cm.).

Range:

Tree limit in Canada to Gulf states.

Local Distribution:

Year round resident of the New York Bight region. Mainly in wooded area's. Most
commonly seen during migratory seasons.



Breeding:

l Nest built of sticks and twigs lined with strips of bark. About 2 ft. across in a crotch
of a tree or a branch close to the trunk of a tree.

l Usually found in a coniferous tree, between 10- 60 ft. up.
‘O Eggs, clutches of   3-8 are laid between March and July.
l Incubation is performed by both adults 34-35 days.

‘0  First fly about 23 days after hatching.

Feeding:

l Feeds on small birds, starlings, mourning doves, and pigeons.
* Hunts by dashing through woods in a low swift flight, around trees, through brush

and reaches out in air or on the ground to catch in talons; surprised birds and other



MARSH HAWK
Circus cyaneus

Identification:

l Males are light gray with dark wing tips.
l Females are dark brown.
l Both sexes have a white rump and dark facial discs.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately 17-24 in. (44-60 cm).

Range:

Alaska, Canada to southern United States, winters in South America.

Local Distribution:

Most common from spring through fall. Majority migrate south during winter.

Habitat:

Marshes and fields.

Breeding:

6 Nests built on ground by female commonly near low shrubs, in tall weeds or reeds
usually near a swamp or meadow.
l Eggs, clutches of 3-9 are laid in March and July.
l Incubation lasts 31-32 days.
l First flight occurs 30-35 days after hatching



Feeding: 

l Glides and tilts buoyantly low over the ground with wings slightly above horizontal.
6 Eat mainly mice, rats, frogs, small snakes, crayfish, insects, and small birds.



O S P R E Y  
Pandion haliaetus

Identification:

l Only raptor that will plunge into water.
l Dark brown above with purplish gloss and white below.
l Breast streaked with brown.
l Bill and claws black.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately 21-24 in. (53-61 cm).

Range:

Almost cosmopolitan always near fresh or saltwater.

Local Distribution:

The Osprey is common in the New York Bight region from the spring through the fall
but will head to wintering grounds in the winter months.

Habitat:

Rivers, lakes and coasts.

Breeding:

l Nests in trees and other high objects near or above water.
i  Nests can weigh up to half a ton and are built with sticks, seaweeds, bones,

driftwood and other trash.
l A nesting pair will often use the same nest for decades.



l Incubation is by the female and lasts 35-38 days.
 l First flight takes place 48-59 days after hatching and return to nest afterwards.
l Young do not breed until three years old.
l Osprey will go to great measures to protect nest.

Feeding:

l Spends most of time perched near water and flies out over water to hunt.
-0 When a fish is sighted they will hover with wings beating, legs trailing under body

and strike with a great splash.
l Holds fish gripped in both feet and head pointed forward to reduce resistance from

wind.
l Feeds almost exclusively on fish, such as herring, bluefish, flounders, catfish,

pickerel and most any fish it can capture. .
l The outer toe of the talons, rotate foward  and, backward, which permits them to hold

two toes foward and two toes backwards or three toes forward and one backwards,
this adaptation allows the osprey to grasp strong-swimming, slippery fish.



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER
Haematopus palliatus

Identification:

l Dark back, white belly, large white wing and tail patches.
l Large straight red bill, legs pale flesh color.
l Shy bird that is often spotted as it flies away.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately 17-21 in. (43-53).

Range:

Shores of Cape Cod South to Chile and Argentina.

Local Distribution:

The American Oystercatcher is common  in the New York Bight region from spring
until fall and becomes a rare sight in the winter.

Habitat:

Coastal beaches and tidal flats.

Breeding:

l Nest consists of a hollow in the sand of dry flat beaches, above high water mark.
l Eggs are laid from April to May.
l Usually 24 eggs of the color green-brown or buff, marked with brown blotches are

laid.
l Incubation is done by both parents and lasts approximately 27 days.
l Young fly at approximately 35 days after hatching but are not able to get food for

themselves until at least 60 days after hatching:



Feeding:

l Feeds primarily by prying bivalves open with the use of their long bill.
l Will also eat sea urchins, starfish, crabs, and marine worms.



KILLDEER
Charadrius vociferus

dark brown

Identification:

l Top of head, wings, and back are dark brown.
l  Rump is tan.
l Undersides are white with two black neck rings.
l Voice makes a loud, “kill-deeah”

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately

Range:

Canada to central Mexico.

Local Distribution:

Some are year round residents of the

11 in. (28 cm).

New York Bight region.

Habitat:

Fields, airports, lawns, river banks, shores.

Breeding:

l Nests are built in open areas.
l Nest is usually a slight depression in the ground, lined with pebbles, grasses, and

weed stalks.
l Eggs, clutches of 3-5 are usually laid between April and July.
l Incubation lasts approximately 24 days.



l Young fly around 25 days after hatching.

Feeding:

l 98%
l Also

of food are insects gleaned from fields and river banks etc.
feeds off of small marine invertebrates.



P I P I N G  P L O V E R
Charadrius melodus

Identification:

l Color of dry sand on top and white below.
l A complete or incomplete ring around neck. ,
l Legs yellow, bill yellow with black tip in summer and all black in winter.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately 6-7 1/2 in. (15-19 cm).

Range:

South Canada to northcast and central United States.

Local Distribution:

The Piping Plover is an uncommon sight in the New York Bight region, however they
utilize lower portions of the Hudson-Raritan Estuary as a nesting site.

Habitat:

Sand beaches and tidal flats.

Breeding:

l Nests are built on sand bordering a water body and consist of a hollow in the sand
that is sometimes lined with shells or driftwood.

l 3-4 eggs are laid in April to May.
l Eggs are a sand color, spotted with purple and black.
l Incubation is done by both parents and lasts approximately 27 days.
l Young fly 30-35 days after hatching.



Feeding:

l The Piping Plover when feeding will run a short distance, stop, stare at the sand and
then pick up something.

l Feeds on marine worms, fly larvae, beetles, crustaceans, mollusks and small eggs of
other animals.



SANDERLING
Calidris alba

t2Gn
b a c k  ,

black
shoulder
patch \

black \
rump

white
wing
stripe

Identification:

l In summer has reddish brown head, back, and breast.
l In winter pale gray back, white underside, black shoulder patches.
l Legs are dark gray.

Mature adults can grow to approximately 8 in. (20 cm).

Range:

Arctic and circumpolar.

Local Distribution:

Common in the New York Bight region during migration periods and winter.

Habitat:

Outer beaches, tide flats, lake shores, strong tundra.

Breeding:

l Nest in the high Arctic.
l Nest on dry often strong tundra or on well-drained ridges.
l Eggs, a clutch usually of four eggs are usually laid between June and July.
l Incubation lasts 24-31 days only by one of the two adults.
l First flight occurs about 17 days after hatching.



Feeding:

l Eats flies and their larvae along with other insects and minute crustaceans.
l On wet beaches of coasts, the Sanderling probes vigorously with partly open bill.

 



GREATER BLACK-BACKED GULL
Larus marinus

black
mantle

Identification:

l Black mantle.
l White head, body, and tail.
l Pinkish-beige legs.
l Yellow bill with red spot.

Size:

Mature adults can grow to approximately 31 in. (78 cm).

Range:

Mainly coasts of North Atlantic, wintering to Mid-Atlantic states.

Local Distribution:

Year round resident of the New York Bight region.

Habitat:

Mainly coastal waters, estuaries, a few on large lakes.

Breeding:

l Nests usually built solitary or in small colonies on ground or on ledges.
l Seaweed grasses, mosses in a hollow depression.
l Eggs, a clutch of usually 2-3 eggs are laid between May to June.
l Incubation lasts for 26-28 days.
l Young first fly 42-56 days after hatching.



Feeding:

Omnivorous and voracious feeder.
Feeds on eggs and young.
Takes fish from other seabirds.
Scavengers on garbage.
Hunts for fishes.

 



HERRING GULL
Larus argentatus

Identification:

l Gray mantle with gray wing tips.
l White head, body, and tail.
l Pinkish-beige legs.
l Yellow bill with red spot.

Size:

A mature adult will grow to approximately 26 in. (65 cm).

Range:

The North American coast line.

Local Distribution:

Year-round resident of the New York bight region.

Habitat:

Oceans, coast bays, beaches, lakes, piers, farmlands, dumps.

Breeding:

l Nest generally in colonies, on ground, near sea, lake or river.
l Associated with nesting Cormorants on rocky or grassy coastal islands.
l Eggs, a clutch of 2-3 eggs are laid between May and June.
l Incubation lasts for 25 to 27 days.
l First flight occurs 42-49 days after hatching.



Feeding:

Feeds on small fish. 
Forages through wastes and sewage along water fronts of towns, cities, or dumps.
Hunts animal carrion, dead fishes, mollusks, crustaceans, marine worms, starfish and
sea urchins.



LAUGHING GULL
Larus Atricilla

rounded tail

\
dark
smudge

Identification:

Dark gray mantle with black wing tips.
White body and tail.
Dark red legs.
In summer head is all black, in winter head is white with dark smudge.

Mature adults will grow to approximately

Range:

16-17 in. (40-43 cm).

Nova Scotia to Venezuela.

Local Distribution:

The Laughing gull is most common during the summer in the New York Bight region.

Habitat:

Salt marshes, coastal bays, piers, beaches, oceans.

Breeding;

l Nests in colonies.
l Nest is usually built on ground of coastal islands or on tufts of grass or reeds in

saltwater marshes.
l Eggs, a clutch of 3-4 are usually laid between May and July.
l Incubation lasts about 20 days.



Feeding;
 

l Catches small fish at the surface.
‘0  Seeks scraps thrown from boats.



n COMMON

Identification:

hirundo

l Light gray
l White body and tail.
l Orange-red feet.

mantle.

l In summer, black cap on head and black tip on bill,
l In winter black cap is incomplete and bill is blackish.

Size:

A mature adult can grow to approximately 16 in. (40 cm).

Range:

Temperate zone of the Northern Hemisphere.

Local Distribution:

The Common Tern migrates into the New York Bight region in early May and leaves
in mid September.

Habitat:

Lakes, oceans, bays, beaches.

Breeding:

l Nests in colonies, several hundred or up to many thousands assemble in breeding
season.

l Nest is made in a slight depression in soil usually lined with grasses, seashells, or
bits of seaweeds. ’

l Eggs, a clutch usually of 2-3 are laid between May and August.



i Incubation lasts 21-26 days.
l Young first fly after 28 days after hatching.

Feeding:

l Hover in flocks over schools of small fish that have been driven to the surface by
bluefish and plunging head first into the water to feed.



LEAST TERN
Sterna  albifrons

Identification:

l A very small pale tern, black capped with white forehead.
l Yellow bill and feet.
l In winter bill may be dark.

Size:

Mature adults can grow to approximately 9 in. (23 cm).

Range:

Temperate and tropical oceans. Winters south of the United States.

Local Distribution:

The Least Tern is common in the New York Bight region during the spring and the
summer but heads for wintering grounds in the fall.

Habitat:

Ocean beaches, bays and large rivers.

Breeding:

l Builds nest in unlined scrape on open beach above high tide line.
l Does not always require islands or isolated places like other terns.
l Will nest in small colonies occasionally.
l Nests May to July.
l Usually 2 eggs are laid that are buff to pale olive and spotted or blotched with dark

brown in color.
l Incubation lasts 20-22 days and young fly 28 days after hatching.



l Adults will defend eggs by flying above and dropping excrement on intruder.

Feeding:

l Feeds by hovering or skimming above the surface of water and then diving water;
catches prey in its bill. Usually swallows prey while in flight.

l Eats small fishes and shrimps.



BLACK SKIMMER
Rhychops  niger

Identification:

l Black above and white below.
l Exceptionally long wings.
l Long scissor like bright red bill with black tip, lower mandible is longer than upper.

Size:

Mature adults grow to approximately

Range:

16-20 in. (40-50 cm).

Cape Cod to Gulf of Mexico. Winters from Gulf of Mexico to South America.

Local Distribution:

The Black Skimmer is common in the New York Bight region from spring until fall but
becomes rare in the winter when they head for their wintering grounds.

Ocean, beaches,  salt bays and tidal waters.

Breeding:

l Nests in colonies of 100-200 pairs.
l Nest consists of a shallow hollow above high-water mark.
l Eggs are laid in May to July.



6 Usually a clutch of 4-5 eggs, heavily marked with brown, lilac and grey colors.
l Eggs are often destroyed by dogs and people walking on the beach.
l Incubation is by female. 
l Length of incubation and first flight are unknown.

Feeding:

l Feeding takes place mostly at night when waters are calm and fish and crustaceans
are near the surface.



BELTED KINGFISHER
Megaceryle alcyon

Identification:

l Big headed and big billed.
l Larger than a robin.
l Blue-gray above, with a ragged bushy crest and a broad gray breast band.
l The female has an additional rusty breast band.

Size:

Mature adult will grow to approximately 13 in. (33 cm).

Range:

Alaska, Canada, to the southern United States, winters to Panama.

Local Distribution:

The Belted Kingfisher is most common in early spring through late fall.

Habitat:

Streams, lakes, bays, and coasts.

Breeding:

l

 .:

Nest in a horizontal or slightly up slanting burrow, about 3-7 feet, dug by pair in
sand, clay or gravel bank. Usually along river banks.
Eggs, a clutch usually of 6-7 are laid between April and July.
Young leave the nest at least 23 days after hatching.



Feeding:

l Mainly small fish.
l May dive from perch obliquely into water to seize fish in its powerful bill or hover in

the air 20 to 40 feet above the water, then make a straight dive into the water.


