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PREFACE

A problem with national priorities for control or prevention of aquatic nuisance species  ANS! is that we
often do not know the true extent of the problem, if there is one. To address this issue, wc hosted a
Technical Forum  Symposium and Workshop! � Phragmites australis: A Sheep in Wolf's Clothing?
� with a focus on new research and critical reviews that address Phragmi tes ' role as a "noxious weed".
The extent to which P. australis affects habitat quality for fish and wildlife, alters the marsh landscape
and its function, reduces ecological redundancy and contributes nutrients to the food web, both in the
marsh and by export to coastal waters, were key topics in a day and a half of technical paper presentations
and a facilitated workshop. Because so much effort was being placed on methods to eradicate
Phragmites, including the use ofherbicides and prescribed burns on a large scale, the topic was both
timely and critical to future management decisions. Simply stated, is Phragmi tes the "villain" that many
pose it to be, or does it have redeeming features worth an adaptive management approach rather than all
out assault to eliminate it? Are efforts to control this native species, or its genetic analogue, well placed
and are the causes of expansion being considered?

The specific goals of the Technical Session and Workshop were to;

1, Invite key scientists, currently active in Phragmites research, and managers/regulators to participate
in a Technical Forum on the state of the science of Phragmites ecology in North America, its
ecosystem function  or dysfunction!, invasiveness, and control methods;

2, Conduct a Facilitated Workshop with a scientist panel and attendees to capture the needs of the
management community for more informed decision making;

3. Publish a series of Peer-Reviewed Scientific Papers on kcy topics related to Phragmites ecology in
North America; and

4. Publish a Synthesis of Scientific Knowledge and Needs  a "white paper"! from the facilitated session
to summarize for managers/regulators the current scientific thinking about Phragmites role in
wetlands in North America.

The conference was designed to allow managers to hear directly from leading experts, and vice-versa.
The peer-reviewed papers published from the technical session functions as a "one-stop" compilation of
current knowledge and were disseminated widely in the form of reprints and on the Internet to Estuarine
Research Federation members. The Technical Forum was timely because much of the research on
Phragmites australis, although mostly ofhigh quality, lacked national focus and was oAen fragmented.
The Workshop helped focus the national effort in new multidisciplinary research to better understand the
ecology of Phragmites australis and its ecosystem level effects on the "nursery" function of coastal
wetlands.

We hope that you find this Proceedings useful:
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