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WHAT IS IT? Aed Tide is the
rasult of massive muttiplication for
*hlogm®) of tiny, single-celled algas
called Prychodiscus bravis
{pronounced "Ti-ko-dis'-kus
bre'-vis™}, usually found in warm
saltwaler, but which can exist at

lewer lamperatures, 1tis a natural

unmun ||Iy L
to manmade pullutlon In high ean-
cantrations, P. bravis may create a
brown.red sheer on the surlace of
the watar; in cther instances, It may
lonk yellow-graen, or may not ba
visibla at all. Some Red Tidas
hava covered up 1o several
hundrad squsre miles ol water.

WHERE DOES IT COME
FRAOM? Scientists believe that P
bravis algae may enler a dormani
slage &l some point In their life
cycha, forming cysts which setle 10
to 40 miles off the west coast of
Flatida in ocean bottom sediments,
craating a "sead bed” atfect. They
think thal sirong faws of warm
watat from the Gulf Stroam hava
carmied the algae up Lhe East Coast
and inshare 1o the Carolinas,

HOW DOES IT AFFECT MARINE
LIFE? P. brevis produces a poison,
ot toxin, Filtter-teeding shellfish -
oystars, clams, mussels and othar
bivalva mollusks - that consuma P.
bravis concanlrale the toxin in
varigus organs and *soft” tissuas.
Shalfish are nol kitled by the toxin,
burindinfish, P. brevis can be
deadly. Red Tite can paralyze fish
gills, rendering them unabla to
extraci oxygen from water,
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