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from a diSfaﬁce
but don't touch, feed
or harm in the wild




prowecting whakes. dolphins. porpoise. seuls and
sea lons, has regalaticns prohibiting feeding
marine s in the wikd and oihers that
specify how close people can get (o (e animals,
We've learned. albeir slowly, that these activities
may significantly change the marine mammals’
hehavior by distupting their nonnal freding and
reproductive panermns.

Consider the facts ...

% Feeding marine mammais can affect their
ahiliy 1o cope and live in their natural habitat.

e Keller Alaska Sea €irant - — ; # It reduces the animal’s natural wariness of
humans and increased interactions with people

an lead o injury or death o the marine
mammals.

# Feeding marine mammals encourages them to
approach boats and increases their chances of
colliding with boats. They become more apt o by high-powered motor bouts. Pups or calves oo
tangle with fishing gear or boat propellers. voung to feed themselves die when they are

sepanted) from their mothers.

ho doesn't get 4 thrill from watching a
dolphin jump through the waves on a

¥ 7 summer day? Ora sea fion sun itself on a
windswept rock? Or experience a feeling of serenity
in warching the migration of majestic whales along
the coust?

Who hasn't wanted % Regular teeding programs )
at least once. 1o gt ¢ c;n may cause migratory animals to #  Gunshar wounds are a1 common cause of death in
at leas e v SX R ; ' . ooy Tie v
closer to these marine rermein in areas after their y.:“aial, @d sea lions on the West Coast and off ‘
mammals — 10 join in natural primary prey species Florida's east coast, and dolphins have been shot in
their antics. 1o become have left and the animals could the Gulf of Mexico.
part of their habitats, to be subjected to food shonages % In the first year of a program o assess marine
respond to their apparent and inhospitible conditions. mammal interactions with commercial fishing
calls for human contact? & Marine mammals who are operations, 89 dolphins and porpoise were

why notr What accustomed 1o being fed when entangled in coastal gillnets and trawl fisheries.
possible harm can we do boats are sround and peopke are % In Hawaii an increase in vessel tratfic may have
by hand-feeding dol- in the water may beconie displiced humpback wlales from (heir traditional
phins, sea lions or scals? aggressive in their efforts 1o get nursery areas where they are most protected
Or by piloting our boats food and coulkd injure swinimers. from predutors

close enough so we can
reach out and wouch a

Kurt Byers, Alaska Sea Crrant Did you k.nOW e

passing marine mammal? What harm is there in #  After dolphin feeding became popular along the

swimming with playful dolphins or porpoise and Gulf and southern Atlantic coasts, scientists

teaching them to be friendly with humans? found more stranded dolphins with wounds and
Unfortunately. we can kill them. scars from bout propellers, More dolphins also
Not intentionally, not even today. But our well- hegan approaching hoats and begging for

meaning actions on i summer’s Jay are putiing more handouts.

and more marine mammals at risk. #  People have been seen trying to feed marine
These animuls are protected by the Marine mammals such things as beer, junk food or non-

Mammal Protection Act ... and some by the Endan- edible foreign objects.

gered Species Act. The National Marine Fisheries & Marine mammals have been hit by boat propel-

Service, which is responsible for managing and lers, snagged by fish hooks and chased down

Bernd Warsig. Texas A&M University-Galveston
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What you can do ...
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Do not feed marine marmmzls when you are
hoating or walking along a pier.

Maintain 4 minimum distance of 50 o 100
yards from all animals, whether in the waier or
on shore, to prevent disturbance or harassment,
Learn move about nuine meamimals by visiting
a library, nature cenler or 'museum.\nnd reach
others what you know,

Find out who handles live marine mammal
strancings in your area in case you see one. [f
ne separale organization exists, contact the
National Marine Fisherices Service, 1.5, Fish and
Wildlife Service or your state wildlife agency.

A scal or sea lion pup found alone on shore is
gencrally not abandoned, but has only empo-
rarily been left behind while the mother
forages. Leave it alone. Any attempt O move
the animal can result in injury or ultinuate
abandonment by the mother,

Keep your distunce ... respect their beaury,
cnjoy watching them, but don't feed them.
harm them, or swim with them You can retum
another day -— make sure they can too.
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The cooperating agencies' programs are oper o all citizens withow
regarcd to race, color, sex, handicap; retigion. age or nationad ovigin
Fuldication of this document wias sapported in pare by e National
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andd Anmospheric Administraton, s, Department of Commerce,
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