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March 9, 1998

Groaetings.

Welcome to Corpus Christi for the Third Infernational
Conference on Open Ocean Aquaculture on May 10-15. This
conference, sponsored by the Texas Sea Grant College
Program, provides a great opportunity for leaders in
government, science and industry to meel, exchange ideas
about aquaculture and work fogether lo conserve and promote
OUr marine rescurces.

! am pleased that you have chosan to hold this conference in
Texas. The Taxas Parks and Wiidlife Department has been a
leader in using abandoned oil platforms and discarded ships to
create artificial reefs off the Texas coast. These reefs provide a
home for many spacies of fish and a major fourist attracition for
divers and sportsmen. By encouraging innovative and
coaperalive approaches between government and industry, we
are making Texas a beacon state.

Laura joins me in sending best wishes for a successful meeting.

FLNEE W BUTH
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Introduction

Open Ocean Aquaculture’98 (OOA’98) was the third in a series of what
have been annual meetings sponsored by various Sea Grant programs to
delve into the state of our knowledge and explore what research and devel-
opment needs exist to develop a mariculture industry in open waters. The
first of these meetings was held in Hawaii, the second in New Hampshire,
and OOA’98 in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Exposed culture systems of various types have been designed, tested,
and in some cases put into commercial production in Europe and Asia.
There has been some experimental work in North America as well. Such
systems may float at the surface or they may be fully or partially submerged.
Systemns have also been designed that float at the surface in good weather
but can be partially or fully submerged during storms.

The Gulf of Mexico currently has several thousand oil and gas platforms
in place, all of which will at some time in the future be removed, or in some
cases, dropped in place. Current Mineral Management Service regulations
call for removal of platforms within one year after production ceases (though
variances can be obtained when production is stopped temporarily as may
occur when the global price of petrochemicals is low). When the wells un-
der a platform become depleted, the structure may still have a useful life
that can often be measured in terms of decades (some estimate that a prop-
erly maintained platform has a life of 50 years, while production may be
terminated in 10 to 15 years). Clearly, the platforms represent a resource
that could be of great value to those interested in offshore aquaculture.

Given the location of OOA'98, it seemed logical to have a focus on the
potential use of oil and gas platforms as aquaculture sites, and much, though
not all of the meeting was devoted to that topic. Of major importance was
the need to examine the regulatory environment in both state and federal
waters to determine what impediments would be faced by the mariculturist
interested in utilizing either a producing platform or one that was out of
production but not yet dismantled.

There was a great deal of discussion during OO0A’98 about the regula-
tory environment, both in the formal sessions and in informal conversa-
tions. Many left with the idea that the regulatory environment would not be
conducive to mariculture in conjunction with production platforms. Yet,
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since the meeting, there has been such activity in at least Texas and Louisi-
ana, both in state and federal waters.

Other topics of interest included economics, engineering, candidate
species, and various aspects associated with the actual production of fish in
net-pens and cages. The meeting was attended by a relatively small number
of people, but it was highly successful in that the proper mix of people were
in attendance. A flavor for the issues that were covered can be found in the
pages that follow. While no follow-on meeting was planned during OOA"98,
there continues to be interest in future gatherings of this type and the topic
should certainly be revisited in the not-too-distant future. At such time that
future Open Ocean Aquaculture meetings are planned, there may even be
commercial or, at least, demonstration facilities in place that can provide a
clearer picture of what the potential offshore mariculture entrepreneur might
expect to face and what profit potential might exist.

Robert R. Stickney, Director
Texas Sea Grant College Program
October 19, 1998
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