
FOREWORD 
  

On behalf of the The Coastal Society and our generous supporters, welcome to our 20th 
Biennial Conference (TCS-20) and beautiful St. Petersburg, Florida! Located directly on 
the Gulf of Mexico on the western edge of Tampa Bay, a nearly 400 square mile estuary, 
St. Pete Beach is within a few short miles of the 2005 America's Best Beach Award – Ft. 
De Soto Park with its white sandy beaches and lush mangroves. 
 
Home to almost four million people, and popular for sport and recreation, the Tampa Bay 
area also supports one of the world's most productive natural systems, serving as 
nurseries for juvenile fish, shrimp, and crabs.  As many as 40,000 pairs of birds – from 
the familiar brown pelican to the colorful roseate spoonbill – nest in the bay every year, 
while others, including sandpipers and white pelicans, are seasonal visitors. The bay is 
also home to dolphins, sea turtles, and manatees.   
 
This merging of human uses, wildlife, and ecosystems aptly reflects the difficulties 
inherent in developing and implementing sustainable coastal management practices and, 
thus, serves as an excellent backdrop for our conference. The St. Pete area is also an 
appropriate venue for us as it is home to several highly regarded marine research 
programs: the Florida Marine Research Institute; NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries 
Service; the U.S. Geological Survey; the University of South Florida; and Eckerd 
College.   

 
This is an interesting, challenging, and exciting time to be involved with coastal 
management.  Together with the myriad of daily challenges and opportunities, Congress 
is currently considering several legislative responses to two landmark efforts – the final 
reports of the Pew Oceans Commission and the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy.  The 
findings of these two reports clearly reveal the magnitude of the problems we face.  As 
coastal stewards, we are charged with not just maintaining current programs and 
management efforts, but in developing innovative solutions to coastal and ocean 
problems.  Our conference theme, “Charting a New Course: Shaping Solutions for the 
Coasts,” highlights this need, and focuses on five important themes: 
 

• Solutions for Land Use Challenges 
• Solutions for Governing Ocean Use Conflicts 
• Solutions for the Effective Integration of Science  
• Solutions for Changing Behaviors: Professionals and the Public 
• Solutions for Mitigating Coastal Natural Hazards 

We believe that TCS-20 offers you the chance to discuss, debate, and work towards new 
solutions to many critical issues; to meet new people; and to support your efforts in 
creating a better present and a more sustainable, equitable future for all of us.  We’re 
delighted to provide this forum for you, and hope that you’ll enjoy the conference and 
venue.  We’d also like to hear your thoughts about The Coastal Society – what you think 
we’re doing right, how we can improve, and any ideas you might have about themes, 



speakers, technical support, etc., for TCS-21 in 2008.  Please feel free to contact me or 
any member of the Board of Directors with comments or questions, and check out our 
website at www.thecoastalsociety.org. 
 
As with any organization, we’re only as good as our membership, our supporters, and our 
volunteers.  If you’re already a member, we thank you, and look forward to continuing 
our close association.  If you aren’t a member, we hope you’ll consider joining us in our 
shared efforts. The dues are minimal, especially for students, and the benefits great. 
 
On behalf of The Coastal Society, the Board of Directors and its members I thank you for 
your commitment, and welcome you to St. Pete for TCS-20. 
 
Paul C. Ticco, Ph.D. 
President 
The Coastal Society 
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