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In July 2004, the Myrtle Beach area of South Carolina experienced a coastal hypoxia event. 
Hypoxia occurs when oxygen levels in nearshore waters become very low. These conditions can 
impact marine organisms and habitats in the affected area. Initial evidence of the 2004 event 
included unusually high flounder catches along the shoreline, as the fish likely attempted to 
“escape” oxygen-poor bottom waters by surfacing or swimming toward the beach. Water samples 
collected from nearshore waters were then observed to have extremely low dissolved oxygen 
levels. In September 2004, concerned managers and researchers held a meeting to discuss the 
hypoxia event, and agreed to: 1) develop cooperative research efforts to better understand the 
factors that may have contributed to coastal hypoxia in Long Bay; and 2) coordinate a sampling 
response plan for any future hypoxia events. A cooperative effort is now being supported by 
regional components of the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System: the Southeast Atlantic 
Coastal Ocean Observing System (SEACOOS) and the Carolinas Coastal Ocean Observing and 
Prediction System (Caro-COOPS). These programs are playing a key role in aggregating relevant 
data in the region and establishing new sensor platforms to meet information needs of local 
resource managers and researchers. This project will improve our understanding of the factors 
contributing to coastal hypoxia in South Carolina, facilitate coordination of monitoring efforts 
across concerned agencies and organizations, and support future management activities. 
Funding was provided by the Southeast Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association through 
a grant from the Southeast Universities Research Association. 
 
 

352

20   International Conference of The Coastal Societyth


	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print



