
FOREWORD 
  

On behalf of the The Coastal Society and our generous supporters, welcome to our 21st 
Biennial Conference (TCS 21) and the unique urban environment of Redondo Beach, 
California! Located west of one of the nation’s most urban coastal areas, Redondo Beach 
is the perfect locale for conference attendees to address today’s urban coastal issues 
through analysis of the human footprint on coastal areas and to enjoy the city’s fifteen 
parks, large recreational and commercial harbor (including the 1,500-slip private craft 
port known as King Harbor), piers, and miles of bathing and surfing beach.  
 
In the midst of this urban environment, the conference planners hope to push the 
traditional boundaries of our thinking about coastal resources and the footprints that we 
inevitably leave on the natural environment and our fellow humans.  It is difficult for 
those of us in the marine world to imagine living within 20 miles of the coast yet never 
breathing fresh salty sea air or experiencing the magic of ocean waves.  But, indeed, there 
are people who lack the resources to get to the coast, who don’t understand its 
significance in their lives, because they live in communities facing pollution, failing 
schools, or violence.  At TCS 21, we will enter a dynamic part of the U.S. with 
challenges that mirror those in many parts of the world, offering us an excellent 
opportunity to share lessons and techniques and to travel outside of our comfort zone of 
sand beneath our feet to other views of coastal life. 
 
TCS is also honored to recognize the contributions of Marc Hershman, for whom the 
TCS 21 Conference Program and Proceedings are dedicated.  Our first named keynote in 
the history of TCS, the Marc J. Hershman Keynote Speaker, will be Geraldine Knatz 
from the Port of LA.  This distinguished honor will continue in future TCS conferences.  
Following on the Opening Plenary, I’m so pleased to introduce Angela Park, from 
Diversity Matters: Changing the Culture of Change, to the ocean and coastal community 
as the Closing Plenary Keynote Speaker. Joining us to talk about leadership development, 
Angela will be a new voice for many of you – just one way that TCS is trying to enhance 
our discussions about coastal issues. 
 
I’m excited that you’ve chosen to be a part of this discussion by attending TCS 21 and I 
invite you to continue to continue after the conference as well by joining TCS as a 
member. Or, if you are already a member, there are TCS committees and working groups 
that need your input, your expertise, your energy and creativity, whether you have a few 
hours a month to share ideas or want to dedicate more time by taking on a leadership role 
in TCS. Please feel free to contact me or any member of the Board of Directors with 
comments or questions, and check out our website at www.thecoastalsociety.org. 
 
On behalf of The Coastal Society, the Board of Directors and its members, I thank you 
for your commitment, and welcome you to Redondo Beach for TCS 21. 
 
Kristen M. Fletcher 
President 
The Coastal Society 


