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The release of landmark recommendations for improving ocean and coastal 
management by the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and Pew Oceans 
Commission have prompted discussion within the coastal management 
community on ways to improve the National Coastal Management Program. In 
response, the National Ocean Service of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), with leadership from the Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management, and the Coastal States Organization (CSO) embarked on 
a project, Envisioning the Future of Coastal Management, to gather innovative 
ideas for improving coastal management in the United States. The project 
engaged coastal managers and stakeholders in the spring and summer of 2007 to 
identify priority coastal issues and innovative ideas that will be considered in the 
design of legislation for a reauthorized Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) 
and improvements to the National Coastal Management Program, the National 
Estuarine Research Reserves, the Marine Protected Areas Center, and the 
Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program.  
 
Since its passage in 1972, the CZMA has provided an important foundation for 
federal, state, and local partnerships for improved planning and management in 
the U.S. coastal zone. Efforts supported under the CZMA have produced a wide 
variety of successful institutional relationships and results that have proven 
difficult to capture in any one story or summary. At the same time, there is 
growing pressure to better calculate the impacts of the CZMA, realign the 
priorities of state and federal programs, define specific management targets, 
clarify program activities and jurisdictions, and strengthen the federal-state 
partnership. 
 
Using a set of cornerstones and core principles developed jointly by NOAA and 
CSO at the end of the Envisioning effort, NOAA has drafted a legislative 
framework that outlines key changes that should be considered for a new 
CZMA. Some of these concepts include the development of integrated and 
comprehensive assessments to identify threats at various scales, development of 
state management strategies targeted at national priorities, improved links to 
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local governments and non-governmental organizations through funding and 
partnerships, and a new emphasis on the provision of science and tools to coastal 
and ocean resource managers. 
  

Providing Better Science for Management 
 
In  2004, the final report of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy found that 
“Greater knowledge can enable policy makers and managers to make science-
based decisions at the national, regional, state, and local levels.” And, further, 
that, in addition to this lack of knowledge, “the nation lacks effective 
mechanisms for incorporating scientific information into decision making 
processes in a timely manner. As knowledge improves, it must be actively 
incorporated into policy through an adaptive process” (US Commission on 
Ocean Policy 2004: 67). 
 
NOAA has developed an initial concept for providing science to management 
through a reauthorized CZMA that would include: research, synthesis, science 
translation, technical assistance, and capacity building. Each of these activities 
currently is performed by a number of different agencies or organizations, yet 
the Envisioning Process found that, from a manager’s point of view, there has 
been little success in developing a direct tie between research and resource 
management (NOAA 2007: 5) 
 
The purpose of this panel is to briefly learn about the Envisioning the Future of 
Coastal Management process and then to explore one of the key principles 
agreed to by NOAA and the Coastal States Organization: Empower NOAA to 
integrate and leverage governmental and other technical assistance, funding, 
applied science, capacity building, and outreach to advance national and state 
goals. 
 
As NOAA has moved forward with drafting legislation, it has identified the 
following elements for such a program: ensuring that the research needs of 
managers are met; that the science is synthesized and translated into information 
that managers can use; that “hands-on” technical assistance is available to 
managers, and that a program to increase the capacity of coastal officials and 
managers is available and adaptable to manager needs.  
 
Each panel member will address one or more of these topics and examine 
methods to improve current federal, regional, state, and local management 
efforts. Each panelist will also describe what can be accomplished under 
existing programs and what might be improved through the provisions of a 
reinvigorated Coastal Zone Management Act. 
 
The panel is intended to be a dialog between the presenters and the attendees. 
Each speaker will give a 10- to 15-minute presentation, and the balance of the 
time will be given over to discussion with the attendees. 
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Specific questions that we hope this panel will help us explore are: 
 
How do we ensure that managers have access to the research necessary to 
address their management needs? 
 
How can we create or support a system to synthesize the best available research 
and translate it into information that can be used to support management 
decisions? 
 
How can we best develop a system of technical assistance that uses the assets of 
all levels of government and the academic community? 
 
How can we best increase the capacity of state and local resource managers to 
address both existing and emerging issues? 
 
Are these efforts possible under today’s existing laws, or do they need to be 
authorized and/or funded in a different manner? 
 
What entities/relationships currently exist that create or facilitate the 
development of science to management tools, and where are possible gaps? 
 
The participation of session attendees will be encouraged, and the results of the 
dialog will be used by NOAA and CSO as they develop legislation to 
reauthorize the CZMA or find ways to make improvements in providing the best 
available science to managers under existing legislative frameworks and through 
existing programs.  
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