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Area-Based Management (ABM) is emerging as an effective management 
method to address the declining health of marine ecosystems.  Using an 
integrated, ecosystem-based approach to marine management, ABM 
incorporates environmental, economic, and social objectives.  Comprehensive 
ABM is intended to reduce conflict between competing users and promote 
conservation by specifying the most appropriate uses for particular marine areas.  
ABM spatially divides the marine environment for a variety of uses.  By 
comprehensively accounting for the stressors on the marine environment and 
planning for them accordingly, ABM reduces user conflict while protecting 
areas critical to ecosystems and species.  The result of an ABM process is a 
science-based and multi-stakeholder management plan that proactively 
implements sustainable use and alleviates extractive pressure to produce 
conservation outcomes.  

 
From commercial fishing and oil extraction to tourism and shipping, many 
economic interests compete for ocean resources.  The traditional approach to 
marine resource management has been based on reactive sectoral planning and 
administrative fragmentation, most often ignoring ecosystem considerations.  
This patchwork of ocean management has produced a disarray of overlaid, 
uncoordinated, and collectively unsustainable resource use and conflict between 
resource users.  In addition, these piecemeal ocean management regimes rarely 
integrate environmental, economic, and social goals in a single framework.  In 
the absence of an integrated ABM approach, these goals conflict and result in 
unsustainable resource management and degraded ecosystems.   

 
The panel will provide a brief conceptual overview of ABM and then delve into 
the specifics of its implementation in a variety of locations, both international 
and domestic. 

 
The panel will consist of: 

 
Bud Ehler, consultant with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
of UNESCO, and formerly with NOAA.   

 
Bud Ehler will give an overview of the "nuts and bolts" of comprehensive ABM, 
including an international case study.  He will speak about his current project to 
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develop a principles and guidelines manual which outlines the steps to 
implement effective ABM. 

 
Leslie-Ann McGee, Director of Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone 
Management. 

 
Leslie-Ann McGee will talk about the current efforts underway in Massachusetts 
to implement comprehensive ocean zoning in state waters.  Recent conflicting 
interests in state waters compelled Massachusetts to introduce a comprehensive 
ocean planning bill into its legislature.  If passed, the bill would direct the 
development of a comprehensive ocean management plan to balance human 
needs while protecting the marine ecosystem. 

  
Meg Caldwell, Senior Lecturer at the Stanford School of Law, Former 
California Coastal Commissioner, Blue Ribbon Task Force Member for the 
Marine Life Management Act process 

 
Meg Caldwell will talk about opportunities for California to move to 
comprehensive ABM from the groundwork laid through the Marine Life 
Protection Act.  Meg is a co-author of a Stanford Environmental Law review 
article (slated for release Feb 2008) that discusses the current legal, regulatory, 
and institutional framework for ABM in California and recommends potential 
options for achieving ABM in California. 

 
Steve Diggon, Turning Point Initiative – Coastal First Nations, British 
Columbia.   

 
Steve Diggon will discuss the current efforts of Coastal First Nations to develop 
a tripartite governance framework and process for marine integrated 
management in British Columbia.  This process will address interests of 
stakeholders and First Nations, Federal, and Provincial governments.  Steve will 
also highlight work being done in individual First Nations communities to 
synthesize the traditional knowledge base and produce associated spatial maps 
to inform marine use plans. 
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