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Despite natural resource management’s transition from an expert-based approach to a stakeholder 
approach, social equity in coastal resource management has thus far been rather limited, due in part to an 
ecological focus to management training and decision-making. Ensuring greater social equity is contingent 
upon using tools and frameworks that facilitate broad societal consensus, input, and ownership of coastal 
management planning.  One such framework is that of procedural justice.  Procedural justice, in this case, 
refers to the fairness associated with the procedures used to determine how coastal resources will be 
managed among competing interests and values.  Given that coastal refuges, sanctuaries, MPAs, and 
fishery reserves remain popular management tools, it is important for coastal resource managers to be 
knowledgeable about frameworks that provide for more equitable and defensible resource allocations.  This 
paper will introduce procedural justice and discuss existing topical literature from fisheries.  While there 
has been a lack of targeted and complete use of the concept in coastal management, and hence limited 
research into its efficacy, the authors point to the process undertaken by NOAA in planning the Tortugas 
Ecological Reserve as a recent example of how the tenets of procedural justice can assist managers in 
gaining respect and trust in the eyes of disparate user groups.  This paper presents the theory of procedural 
justice in terms of its components and rules: as an applied tool for coastal managers to practice the 
principles of democracy to garner stakeholder support and achieve superior outcomes.       
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