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The seemingly separate disciplines of coastal science, policy, and management all have one thing in 
common; the scientific data, legal regulations and policy decisions can be mapped geospatially.  The 
Oregon Coastal Atlas project has the ambitious goal of being a useful resource for the various audiences 
that make up the management constituency of the Oregon Coastal Zone.  It serves as a depot for traditional 
and digital information which can be used to inform decision-making related to the Oregon Coastal Zone.  
The Atlas has traditionally provided background information for different coastal systems through access to 
online learning modules, interactive mapping, geospatial analysis tools, and direct download access to 
various planning and natural resource data sets.  With the relatively recent development of geospatial 
visualization tools, like Google Earth, we now have a technology to display the intersection of science, 
policy, and management in a cohesive view.  The Oregon Coastal Atlas is exploring the use of Google 
Earth as a means for disseminating data to the public in a holistic manner.  Themes will be developed from 
the GIS database of the Atlas for incorporation into Google Earth’s visualization engine.  The data themes, 
which will include scientific data, regulation boundaries, and coastal policy decisions, will help visualize 
the intersection between the seemingly unrelated fields of science, policy, and management.  Case study 
examples from Oregon’s Territorial Sea will highlight examples of data intersection within the nearshore 
oceanic environment, especially as they pertain to the siting of marine reserves and ocean wave energy 
facilities.   
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