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San Francisco Bay is the largest estuary on the West Coast of the United States, and supports a number of 
natural resources and commercial and recreational uses.  Human uses such as fishing, shipping and ports, 
dredging, transportation projects, sand mining, recreational use, marinas, and industrial uses have direct 
impacts on the subtidal habitats of the Bay.  These habitats are also threatened by non-native species, 
pollution, and systemic alterations such as climate change and water control in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta.  Thus, there is a need to develop a plan to protect and restore subtidal resources within the Bay.  The 
San Francisco Bay Subtidal Habitat Goals Project is a collaborative, inter-agency and stakeholder effort, 
lead by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission, State Coastal Conservancy and San Francisco Estuary Project, to establish 
comprehensive goals for protection, restoration, and protection of the subtidal habitats in San Francisco 
Bay.  With multi-agency and stakeholder support, goals allow for increased efficiency of conservation and 
restoration efforts, better informed management decisions, and support for scientists to pursue funding for 
monitoring and research priorities. For goal development, working committees evaluated the distribution, 
function, and condition of subtidal habitats in San Francisco Bay, as well as key human stressors impacting 
those habitats.  Working committees then identified habitat-based priorities, and developed specific 
science, restoration, and/or protection goals for each priority and strategies for achieving the goals.  The 
expected release date for the Subtidal Goals Document is December 2008.    
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