
 
 

 
WELCOME TO THE TCS 23 CONFERENCE! 

 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to the 23rd International Conference of The 
Coastal Society (TCS) and to our host city, Miami! The Miami area has a rich cultural 
diversity, beautiful and significant natural resources, and is no stranger to the challenges of 
coastal living and managing natural resources. Water quantity and quality, habitat degradation, 
invasive species, working waterfronts, shoreline erosion, coastal hazards – you name it, and 
Miami has experienced it. It’s an ideal city not only to hold a conference that focuses on coastal 
issues, but also to represent the theme of TCS 23 – Our Coasts, Our Heritage: Ecosystem 
Services for the Common Good. We have a strong and diverse schedule of panels, 
presentations, and extended sessions for you that will explore this theme with respect to planning 
for emerging coastal issues, the links between society and the environment, real-world policy 
and management trends, and the value of coastal goods and services to both communities and 
ecosystems. Please join the open discussion at the conference, as we all share ideas and lessons 
learned. 
 
I am excited to have with us Mr. Bill Eichbaum of World Wildlife Fund as our Marc J. 
Hershman Keynote Speaker. Bill’s commitment to ocean and coastal issues throughout 
his career can serve as an inspiration to us all. Bill will kick off the conference on 
Monday morning, and following his speech will be the Opening Plenary. It’s almost hard 
to believe, but this year we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. The Opening Plenary will highlight successes since the Act’s passage 
and discuss innovations for coastal management over the next 40 years. In addition, ideas from 
the Opening Plenary will inform a Special Theme Issue of the journal Coastal 
Management. Wednesday’s Closing Plenary will focus on a significant issue particularly 
important to port regions, the global trend towards larger ships. Each plenary will engage 
participants and encourage critical thinking and solution-sharing. 
 
TCS is able to once again offer events designed especially for students. Students 
represent the future of our field, and part of the TCS mission is to help prepare them 
through targeted education and networking opportunities. Please see the TCS 23 Final 
Program for more information about these events, which include a student networking 
luncheon and student career forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
I invite you to continue the discussion post-conference and become a member of TCS. If you are 
already a member, please consider joining one of our committees. Volunteering for a committee 
is an ideal way to get to know your fellow TCS members better, to hone your leadership skills, 
and to help shape the future of our organization. Your expertise and enthusiasm will add value to 
the great work these committees are already doing. To learn more about our committees and to 
view their work plans, please visit TCS online at www.thecoastalsociety.org. Feel free to contact 
me, or any member of the Board of Directors, with questions or comments. 
 
On behalf of TCS members and the Board of Directors, thank you for joining us! I hope 
you enjoy the conference and your stay in Miami. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lisa Schiavinato 

 
Lisa Schiavinato 
President 
The Coastal Society 


