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Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador are 
working together to ensure Integrated Management is more then just a buzz word in 
Placentia Bay. The federal and provincial governments have come together to bring the 
various user groups of Placentia Bay to one table. It is expected that conflicts may arise 
when various groups value the same resource for different purposes. However, enhanced 
knowledge and understanding of regional issues due to increased dialogue and 
information sharing have created strengthened relationships, as well as a willingness to 
work together. The need for integrated management in Placentia Bay was first realized in 
the early 1990’s when a Public Review on Tanker Safety and Marine Spills Response 
Capability identified Placentia Bay as the marine area with the highest potential for an 
oil-related environmental accident in Canada. Since the Placentia Bay region also 
supports a traditional commercial fishery, an aquaculture industry, tourism and 
recreation, as well as continued growth in the oil and gas/shipping industries, there 
existed an opportunity and a need for sustainable marine/coastal development to support 
a strong economy involving many industries. The Placentia Bay Integrated Management 
Planning Committee (PBIMPC) was initiated in 2000 as a Fisheries and Oceans Canada/ 
Newfoundland and Labrador government partnership. The Committee has the following 
mission statement: “Maintain the ocean and coastal waters of Placentia Bay as a 
flourishing place where a high quality of life is enjoyed by all”. This aims to provide an 
area where the natural environment is protected and improved; where there is opportunity 
for all residents and future generations to live and work; where respect for the 
environment and economic success go hand in hand; where there are opportunities for 
recreation and fulfilment for residents/visitors; and where people work together for 
shared benefits and to resolve differences. 


