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Coastal areas are home to a variety of unique ecosystems, providing our communities and 
economy with a wealth of natural resources.  We have come to depend on these resources to 
support a robust U.S. economy through waterborne commerce, energy and mineral production, 
tourism and recreation, and employment related to these activities.  These, coupled with the 
natural beauty of the coast, are what drive the population to visit and reside in these areas.  
Current population estimates indicate that approximately 53% of the population resides in coastal 
watershed counties which make up 17% of the U.S. land area (excluding Alaska).  Although this 
rate of growth is relatively the same as inland counties, it is occurring in a much smaller land 
area, resulting in a much greater density in these ecologically sensitive and economically 
important areas. Public policymakers and coastal managers are confronted with the daily task of 
finding a balance between benefiting from economic and population growth while mitigating the 
effects of this growth on coastal environments.  Managing increased demands on resources is 
becoming increasingly complex and requires analyses of demographic data.  Population 
estimates and projections can provide critical information for decisions makers about recent and 
projected demographic trends along the coast. In Spring 2012, NOAA’s National Ocean Service 
will release a new publication on the U.S. coastal population, examining socioeconomic trends in 
both coastal watershed counties and the 100-year flood plains along the coast.  This report will 
be the first time that Census 2010 numbers are published within this coastal geographic context 
and will serve as a reference document for coastal managers and federal and state agency 
communications and legislative staff.  This report is developed in partnership with the U.S. 
Census Bureau and is an update to the 2004 publication, Population Trends along the Coastal 
United States: 1980-2008.  Statistics and summary socioeconomic information highlighting these 
contrasting geographies will be presented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


