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This panel will address sea level rise planning in North Carolina (NC) from several perspectives, 
including potential impacts, risk communication and management, political challenges, and 
adaptation planning. Michelle Covi and Donna Kain will describe risk perception in two coastal 
NC communities using a document-based methodology with residents and supplemented by 
interviews with leaders.  Most residents (88%) learned new information, but substantial 
confusion exists.  Sea level rise risk communicators will need to overcome challenges of 
scientific understanding and deal with attitudes including fear, skepticism, and fatalism. John 
Dorman will describe how the NC Sea Level Rise Impact Study has developed data to inform 
stakeholders about the potential consequences of sea level rise.  The information was developed 
using a multi-scenario approach to accommodate disparate viewpoints across the state. 
Innovative aspects of the study framework and lessons learned will be highlighted. Tancred 
Miller will describe the NC Coastal Resources Commission’s efforts to adopt a state policy on 
sea level rise. The Commission has worked openly with state scientists, local governments, 
resource agencies, environmental and private sector groups, and the public to draft a policy that 
sets the state on a course towards increased resiliency and planned adaptation to sea level rise. 
Gavin Smith and Dylan Sandler will describe their participation in the NC Sea Level Rise Impact 
Study, including the development of an adaptation capability assessment for state and federal 
agencies, an evaluation of flood risk management strategies, and lessons that may be learned 
from other coastal states and the international community. 
 
 


