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The Sustainable Floridians Volunteer Program is a statewide education/community development 
program that teaches Floridians about resource conservation issues to improve the economic, 
environmental, and social sustainability of Florida communities.  The program is a multi-
department project facilitated by the Department of Family, Youth, and Community Sciences at 
the University of Florida.  The program objectives include 1) motivating participants to 
implement energy and water conservation and efficiency actions, 2) promoting sustainability 
leadership within the community, and 3) developing volunteers.   Pinellas County, the sixth most 
densely populated county in Florida, piloted the program in 2010.  As one of 35 coastal counties, 
Pinellas is unusually “built-out” with a population of one million residents in an area of 273 
square miles.  This training program encourages participants to examine societal and personal 
values and attitudes related to ecosystem services.  It also offers short, mid and long-term 
strategies to promote a balanced approach to resource use with personal and community scale 
action plans.   Since its pilot phase, Pinellas County has trained 50 residents, recorded 1,260 
hours of direct teaching, and more than 500 volunteer hours.  By May of 2012, there will be one 
year’s worth of kWh usage, vehicle miles travelled and water usage from the first graduates of 
the program.  Also tracked in the program is usage of the sustainable living devices that 
participants received – rain barrels, CFLs and compost bins.  With a subject like sustainability, it 
is difficult to measure true success and secondary measures like participant numbers and 
volunteer hours allow Sustainable Floridians Volunteer Program to determine how successful the 
program has been. The tracking data and results of pre/post tests administered to participants 
provide a perspective for the value of the program in promoting lifestyle changes.  Sustainable 
Floridians Volunteer Program graduates promote Extension through outreach efforts and share 
the sustainability message through peer-to-peer networking.  The Sustainable Floridians 
Volunteer Program has proven successful at filling the need for sustainability education and 
creating motivated volunteers that are interested in promoting sustainable living behaviors and 
practices in Florida.  
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