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PREFACE

As part of the University of Washington's goal to adapt academic
talent to solve real world problems, a six-month interdisciplinary
course was formulated to study the prevention and control (containment
and cleanup} of o0il spills in Puget Sound. Administered by the
College 'of Engineering Committee on Ocean Engineering as OE 551 and 552,
students and faculty from various disciplines within the campus were
integrated to study this timely and controversial topic. The graduate
schools of business, fisheries, geography, law, and the various schools
within the College of Engineering were represented.

The objectives set forth at the beginning of the study were to define
the oil spill problem in Puget Sound and to formulate a model for the
solution of the problem. The study group discovered, as the study pro-
gressed, that identifying the sources and consequences of oil spills
was a most time-consuming task. if solving a problem warrants a ten
dollar reward, then definition of that problem should be worth at least
one hundred dollars. At least this was the sentiment of the group upon
completion of their study. Thus, the primary efforts of the students were
in collecting, analyzing, and evalvating data on Puget Sound and its related
0il industry. It was only after completion of this tedious task that a
meaningful solution could emerge.

The tempo of this report is to critically evaluate the current status
of pil spill prevention and control in Puget Sound, and to suggest re-
commendations to alleviate any noticable deficiencies. In this day of
public outcry for environmental conservation, many have been accused of
casting stones upon previously accepted and long established practices.
This is evident in this report in terms of the evaluatioms. But it also
has been a demonstrated fact that recommendations for altering existing
jnstitutions go unheard until these stones have been thrown.

The study has been performed with a minimum of bias, and as much
as possible, without undue influence or pressure from self-interest

groups. As the reader progresses through the text, he will quickly




perceive that there are mo pure angels, no pure devils. All the groups
evaluated in the report are aware of the oil pollution problem, though
their actions frequently reflect only their narrow view of the problem.
For the results of this study to evolve into an effective solution
to the oil spill problem, the organizations involved, and the people within
them, must consent willingly to change. Nothing could be worse than
blindly instituting some legislation, technique, or procedure without
fully understanding or accepting the overall impact of its activatiocn.
Too often, such fragmented actions are taken to obtain short run, narrow
solutions to problems without avaluating the bigger picture,
Historically, plans to cope with 0il spills have emerged as the
aftermath of disasters, or have been formulated in a vacuum, without

considering the implication or consequence of such plans. Therefore,

the most important message of this report is: The environmental

preservation of the Puget Sound region requires the coordinated effort

of all responsible and capable parties, whether they represent society

or industry.
Endnotes have been used throughout the reports and have been

tabulated at the end of the various subsections, rather than inconvenience
the reader with one gigantic list. A bibliography of the data sources is

listed in Section V.

The status of the technical information in this document is as

reported up to August 30, 1971.
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