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Preface

It began modestly on a September morning in 1972. A short public service
radio program named “Earthwatch” made its debut on a dozen Wisconsin
stations with a story about the causes of Dutch elm disease, which at the time
was killing off one of the most familiar trees on the American landscape.
Today- 17 years and 4,400 stories later-“Earthwatch” is aired regularly on
more than 110 commercial and public radio stations in and around the Upper
Midwest-in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, North
Dakota, and Ohio as well as Wisconsin. One of the longest-running radio
programs on the environment anywhere, “Earthwatch” is heard regularly by
millions of people. The program has received numerous awards from a vari-
ety of organizations, including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Midwest Association for Environmental Education, Wisconsin Natural Re-
sources Foundation, Wisconsin Center for Public Representation, and, most
recently, the national Council for Advancement and Support of Education.
“Earthwatch” is coproduced by the Institute for Environmental Studies at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and the University of Wisconsin Sea Grant
Institute. Both institutes regard public information and outreach as a funda-
mental part of their missions because an informed public is essential for mak-
ing sound decisions on environmental and scientific policies. “Earthwatch”
is one of the many ways in which they share their resources and expertise
with the public.
The stories are written for radio by professional staff and by student writers
interested in environmental and science journalism. Ten new two-minute
“Earthwatch” features are recorded every two weeks at the studios of public
radio station WHA on the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus. The
tapes are distributed free to any radio station that agrees to broadcast them
regularly.
As readers of this book will discover, “Earthwatch” covers almost every envi-
ronmental topic imaginable. The program emphasizes subjects of special in-
terest to residents of the Great Lakes region and north central United States,
but it includes a healthy mix of features about other parts of the nation and
other parts of the world.
Much time and care goes into researching and writing the stories for “Earth-
watch.” The staff works hard to translate complex technical topics into every-
day terms without sacrificing accuracy and to provide listeners with fair and
balanced reports on the major environmental and scientific issues of the day.
Earthwatching III is the third published collection of “Earthwatch” scripts. It
features the program’s best stories from recent years. The scripts in this book
touch on many current environmental trends and concerns. They also reflect
the multitude of scientific inquiries, discoveries, and innovations that charac-
terized the 1980s.



The more recent scripts also reflect the evolution of the program itself in that
they feature an introduction line-we call it a “teaser’‘-that precedes the
announcer’s greeting and the “Earthwatch” musical bridge before the main
part of the story. These teasers appear in bold italics.
Because the topics it covers are so broad and interrelated, there is a great deal
of interconnectedness in Earthwatching III. Readers are advised to look be-
yond the most obvious chapter and scan other sections of the book when
searching for scripts on a particular topic of interest.
Although Earthwatching III  is tailored for teachers and students, it is by no
means intended only for schools. We hope libraries, nature centers, muse-
ums, civic organizations, and church groups as well as individuals will find
Earthwatching III an informative and readable “sampler” of contemporary en-
vironmental knowledge and issues.

Arthur B. Sacks
Director
Institute for Environmental Studies
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Robert A. Ragotzkie
Director
Sea Grant Institute
University of Wisconsin



Introduction

Before producing Earthwatching III, we asked environmental educators
whether they thought a book like this would be useful to their work. All re-
sponded with a resounding “yes.” They also suggested ways to make the
book even more useful than volumes I and II of Earthwatching, published in
the 1970s. Their ideas have been incorporated into Earthwatching III, and we
hope they will encourage its use in the classroom.
If you are a teacher, keep in mind the following:
n Use Earthwatching III’s scripts and teacher’s guide in whatever ways make

the most sense to you. The book can be used as a reference and a reader,
or as a source of ideas for student reports and debates, environmental top-
ics to use in your curriculum, examples for analyzing how to write radio
scripts, quick reading assignments, and more. You could even ask stu-
dents to update a script as a research project.

1 Teachers who reviewed the first two Earthwatching books felt they were
most appropriate for reading assignments in grades 4-12. Most recom-
mended them as optimum for use in grades 5-8. Reviewers said the
scripts were excellent for helping students expand their vocabularies by
looking up unfamiliar words in the dictionary. You are welcome to make
copies of any script in this book for use by your students.

n You need no science background to use Earthwatching III. In fact, we en-
courage teachers of art, health, math, history, social studies, and other sub-
jects to use “Earthwatch” script topics in their classrooms at all grade
levels. See the teacher’s guide for ideas about how to integrate environ-
mental topics into your curriculum.

n Because “Earthwatch” is produced at the University of Wisconsin, many
scripts are Wisconsin-oriented. However, elements of these scripts can be
adapted to similar environmental issues in other states.

The state of Wisconsin actively promotes environmental education in schools
through a teacher certification rule requiring environmental education com-
petencies, a school district standard requiring a written sequential curricu-
lum plan that includes environmental education, and the publication of A
Guide to Curriculum Planning in Environmental Education (Engleson  1985). For
more information about the rules and curriculum guide, contact the Wiscon-
sin Department of Public Instruction, Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707.
In light of the important environmental education goals set by the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction (DPI), we have tried to show how Earth-
watching III can be used to address DPI’s  requirements for integrating envi-
ronmental content into the curriculum. We hope this will help Wisconsin
teachers develop curriculum plans and classroom activities that include the
topics addressed in this book; however, the appendices are designed to be
useful to educators in all locales and contexts.


